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Welcome to this issue of Disability Digest!  Also included in this 
month issue is a special supplementary issue newsletter 
covering our fundraising event hosted by Connect and Create in 
November last year with news of the next event in April. 
 
Firstly we would like to apologise to our members and supporters for the 
disruption with some of our services to the Deaf community Project 
whilst our Deaf Community Co-ordinator is temporarily off sick. We are 
trying hard to seek quality alternative cover and we hope to restart 
British Sign Language Classes at Hounslow Gurdwara from April. Those 
of you who have been attending regularly will be contacted directly to 
be advised of the start date. 
 
On Page 3-4 we have our new membership forms for you to complete, 
weôve kept our membership at Ã6 per annum again this year. Please do 
take the time to complete your form and return it to us. Our address can 
be found on the back page of the newsletter. 
 
Membership brings you all sorts of benefits such as new look newsletter 
Disability Digest, which brings you the latest information about changes 
in legislation affecting you & what we are doing about it. As a member-
led organisation it is vital that we have your support so we can take your 
views forward. You are also entitled to discounts at various events, e.g. 
the forthcoming Connect & Create óSomething Sounds Wonderfulô and 
youôll be able to vote on matters which affect you and your organisation. 
 
Page 5-9 looks at the cuts to benefits and what we and others are doing 
for all disabled people, and on page 10, youôll find a list of events hosted 
by DNH and other organisations. As always we hope you enjoy this issue 
of Disability Digest. 

ð From all the team at DNH!  
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Your chance to meet your MP.... 
 

 
Refreshments will be provided and if you would like to come, please do 
contact the office on (020) 8577 0956 and leave a message on the 
answer phone so we can make sure we cater for everyone! This is your 
opportunity to let your MP know your concerns.... Be visible! Be active! 
Be heard! 
 

Why become a DNH Member? What does membership 
entitle you to? 
 
Your money supports the work we do for all disabled people living or 
working in Hounslow and our work does make a difference to thousands 
of people every year. 
Membership costs just £6 per year and entitles you to: 

¶ Participate in free British Sign Language classes.  

¶ Youôll also be able to participate in the social outings organised by 

our members for our members. 

¶ Discounts & special offers especially for our members (when 

presenting your membership card) 

¶ Youôll receive quarterly issues of Disability Digest our own magazine.  

¶ Every year youôll be invited to our AGM and as a member you also 

get to have your say on the services we run with our annual 

membersô survey. 

¶ You can join our Management committee and influence policy. 
 

But most importantly, the more members we have, the stronger our 
voice and the better we can represent you when speaking with 
andlobbying Local and Central Government and MPôs about things which 
affect you. Join today and make your voice heard! 

 

Disability Network Hounslow is meeting with our MP 
Mary Macleod at 4pm on 1st April at the Star Centre.  
We would like as many of our members to come and 
meet with her to discuss your issues and how the 
Welfare Reform Bill will affect you.  
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Disability Network Hounslow Annual Membership and Donation Form 
 
DNH is the boroughôs only member-led, pan-disability charity offering, specialist 
information, advice, advocacy & support services for disabled people, carers and 
their support networks. It exists to relieve the experience of disability and create an 
inclusive environment for all disabled people. It improves lives by helping service 
users gain independence, freedom of choice and opportunities for full participation 
in the community: opportunities that their able bodied peers take for granted. 
 

Title 
 

First Name Last name 

* Age if under 21 [        ] 
Please tick if you are:    21-50  [   ]         51-70  [   ]        71 and over  [   ] 

Address  
 
 

Post Code   Email 

Home phone number 
  
 

Other phone number 
 

Do you think of yourself as having a disability?           YES [   ]   NO [   ] 
If Yes Type of Disability: 

Do you care for or support anyone with a disability?   YES [   ]   NO [   ]     
Are they are member?                                               YES [   ]   NO [   ]     

Preferred Language: 

Preferred Format: Email (This is the most environmentally friendly) [   ]  
Print English (16pt) [   ]    Braille [   ]     Audio Tape [   ]    
 
Other [   ] Please specify:  

Type of Membership: 

Disabled person    [   ]    Carer     [   ]    Family member    [   ]    

Friend, Neighbour or other Supporter of someone with a disability   [   ]    

Supporter of DNH and Disability Equality, Rights & Social Inclusion [   ]    

Organisational Membership:        [   ]   
Name of Organisation: 

Mayorôs favourite Charity 

2008/09 
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I wish to apply to become a Member/Donor Supporter of Disability 
Network Hounslow, a Company Limited by Guarantee, and I agree to be 
bound by its memorandum and articles of association and any rules 
made under these. 
 

Individual Membership        £6 [   ]  and Donation of £ 
Organisational Membership £12 [   ] and Donation of £ 
 
Please consider setting up a Standing Order to DNH 
A Standing Order reduces our expenses and makes the most of your 
membership and donations 
Iôd like to set up a Standing Order [   ] (DNH will give you a form/details) 
 
Use Gift Aid and you can make your donation worth even more. For 
Every pound you give to us, we get an extra 28 pence from the Inland 

Revenue 
So just tick here, itôs that simple [   ] 
 
To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax or 
capital gains tax must equal the amount we will claim 

on your donation in the tax year.  
 
 
Signature:        Date: 
 
 
Please add your voice to ours in the struggle for greater social and 
economic equality and a more inclusive society for all disabled people. 
You can do so by becoming a member, volunteer, trustee or supporter to 
support us and by donating generously and regularly so that we can 
continue supporting our members & service users now and in the future. 
 
Please return your completed application/s along with your payment to: 
Disability Network Hounslow, 63-65 Bell Road Hounslow TW3 3NX 
 

(Please make Cheques payable to Disability Network Hounslow) 
 

Thank you very much for your  
continued support! 
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The Welfare Reform Bill ï weôre all in it together? 
 
As the new coalition Government set about its business to reform Britain, 
spending cuts will affect all sectors of society, but how will disabled 
people fair in all of this? 
 
Many disabled people already live in poverty and face barriers with 
regards to adequate housing, employment, transport, education and 
everyday social interaction. This has been compounded with the rise in 
VAT and cuts in council service provisions - disabled people have already 
felt the squeeze, but now the Government are looking to overhaul the 
benefits system with the new Welfare Reform Bill. 
 
These are the deepest cuts seen in public spending in the UK since WW2, 
and the Government are looking to save a staggering £18 billion in 
welfare and tax credits alone, which equates to the average disabled 
person seeing a 25-35% loss in net income per year as a direct result of 
the proposed changes (Horton-Reid analysis & OPM for IL). 
 
The Welfare Reform Bill was presented to Parliament on 16 February 
2011 for its first reading, with the second reading due to take place on 
9th March this year, but Disability Network Hounslow and other Disabled 
Peopleôs Organisations both local and national are proposing to fight 
these planned cuts. 
 
Disability Network Hounslow are also working with other local disability 
organisations and Inclusion London to coordinate a campaign to highlight 
how these changes will dramatically affect those in need of the benefit 
system. But whilst we do all we can to bring the views of disabled people 
to the attention to Government, MPôs and Councils, we are hoping that 
every individual who will be affected by the cuts will also help us in this 
campaign. 
 
The more people involved, the louder the voice we have. This is your 
opportunity to get involved and here are some suggestions to help you 
do thaté 
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1. Lobby.... Your MP is there to represent you. They need to be made 

aware how the proposed changes will affect you. Do visit their surgeries 

and make them aware of the cuts affect you. 

2. Campaign.... Join local campaigns whether it is signatures against 

the proposed increase in taxi card charges or cuts to services. The more 

petitions that are signed the better. 

3. Be visible.... There are a couple of rally marches being organised 

in London against the proposed cuts. The first is on 26th March with 

regards to general cuts in public spending, but on 11th May is the 

protest against the proposals in the Welfare Reform Bill. It is 

essential that as many disabled people as possible attend. Disabled 

people need to be visible, active and heard!  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The full impact of the budget crisis will take time to take effect 
but the announcements so far are worrying, especially for 
people with disabilities and their families who have additional 
living costs and fewer choices about housing, education and 
employment. 
 
Councils have been told how much the government will allocate for their 
spending next year so they are preparing for the worst.  Make sure your 
local councillors know how much you rely on effective council and 
voluntary services, especially if you need accessible information, 
transport or the specialist disability support services DNH offers.  
 
The local council is putting services out to tender ï DNH will of course be 
tendering & hopes it will continue to be supported by the London 
Borough of Hounslow so that it can continue providing its exemplary & 
vital services for the people of Hounslow in the years to come. 
 

Cuts, Campaigns and 
Consultations 
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Independent Living Fund to be shut down by 2015 

The £359m Independent Living Fund pays out an average of £300 a 
week, to help people pay for carers so they can live at home and not in a 
care home. The fund helps people stay out of residential care.  It 
supports more than 21,000 people with severe disabilities but is to be 
phased out by 2015. 

Another benefit to be cut completely is the payment of DLA mobility 
allowance to people in residential care homes. The Govtôs Disability Living 
Allowance reform consultation closed on the 18th February 2011. DNH 
campaigned via Facebook to alert people to make their voice count in the 
consultation. Several charities, including Mencap, Leonard Cheshire and 
RADAR are leading the campaign against these cuts. 

The government is also planning to replace DLA with PIP, a similar non-
means-tested allowance divided into care and mobility, based on new 
assessment arrangements designed to reduce the amount spent on DLA.    
The assessment arrangements are causing concern, especially as a 
recent report heavily criticises the incapacity benefit assessment system.  
Details, including an easy-read version, and consultation questionnaires 
are on the internet: www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/dla-
reform.shtml 
 
Taxi Card Rules 
 
Taxi-card rules have just been changed, putting up the price and 
stopping ódouble swipingô for longer journeys.  In a borough the size and 
shape of Hounslow this makes it difficult and expensive to get to the full 
range of local events and services. 
 
Disability Network Hounslow have teamed up with Speak Out in 
Hounslow to collect signatures to petition the local council about the 
sharp increase in Taxi Card charges which is soon to be delivered to the 
Council. If you would like to sign the petition to make your views known 
please contact the DNH office as soon as possible. 
 
Also Disability Network Hounslow will be working with our sister 
organisation Richmond Aid to get together with other DDPO (Deaf & 
Disabled Peoples Organisations) to look at key issues and concerns and 

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/dla-reform.shtml
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/consultations/2010/dla-reform.shtml
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share ideas and suggestions for future action against the changes and 
cuts to services for Deaf or Disabled people. 
 
There will be time at our Monday meetings at St Michael and St Martin's 
to discuss how these changes could affect you. MPs also need to hear 
your views as they probably get a lot of letters from people who believe 
negative media stories about benefit claimants. Remind them that good 
benefits and support for claimants and carers save money on emergency 
hospital admissions and other expensive services. Benefits are usually 
spent quickly and locally, helping local businesses and the local economy.   

 

There are several new campaigns to highlight the effect 
of these changes, and changes to housing benefit, on 
people with disabilities and carers.  If you have access to 
the internet look for DPAC Disabled People Against Cuts 
which is also on Facebook. 

http://disabledpeopleprotest.wordpress.com/ 

As DNH and our Members and Service Users are all greatly affected by 
the recent and expected cuts we believe it is well worth taking part in the 
March for the Alternative on the 26th of Marché 

The march is being organised by the TUC who say thisé 

WHY WEôRE MARCHING 

Government spending cuts will damage public services and put 
more than a million out of work. They will hit the vulnerable, 
damage communities and undermine much of what holds us 
together as a society. 

Ministers say there is no alternative. 

But both of the governmentôs two key decisions are political choices, not 
economic necessity. 

¶ Eliminating the deficit in just four years is a savage timetable 
that does not give economic growth the opportunity to raise the 
nationôs tax take. Indeed the deep cuts promised will depress the 
economy making deeper cuts necessary to meet this timetable. 

http://disabledpeopleprotest.wordpress.com/
http://marchforthealternative.org.uk/why-were-marching/
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¶ Raising four pounds through cuts for every pound raised 
through tax ï and doing most of this through a rise in VAT that 
hits the poor and those on middle income the most ï is deeply 
unfair. The recession was made in the finance sector, yet banks and 
those now enjoying gigantic bonuses once again, are not being 
asked to make a fair contribution. 

Yet none of these policies were put to the British people at the election, 
indeed we were told that there was no need for cuts in front-line 
services. 

People round the country are already campaigning against these deep, 
rapid cuts. Students have shown their opposition to cuts, the ends of 
EMAs and increases in fees. Parents and teachers have opposed cuts in 
school building. School sport, libraries and public woodlands all now have 
strong defenders. Few towns now donôt have their own campaign group. 

The TUCôs March for the Alternative has two key aims. 

¶ First we want to give a national voice to all those affected 
by the cuts.  
This will be a huge event that in its breadth and support shows just 
how much opposition there is to the governmentôs programme. It 
will bring together public service workers and those who depend on 
good public services. Those involved in national campaigns, and 
those defending what is special in their own community. 

¶ Second we want to show that people reject the argument 
that there is no alternative.  
Of course the recession did damage to our economy. But these deep 
rapid cuts are not the best way to solve our problems, and may well 
make them worse. 

That is why it is the March for the Alternative ï an alternative in which 
rich individuals and big companies have to pay all their tax, that the 
banks pay a Robin Hood tax and one in which we strain every sinew to 
create jobs and boost the sustainable economic growth that will generate 
the prosperity which is the only long term way to close the deficit and 
reduce the nationôs debt. 
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Events Calendar - 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

 
Deaf Community Services - Free British Sign Language Classes 
Mondays from 12.30 ï 1.30pm, from April onwards at Hounslow 
Gurdwara, in Alice Road. Free to members, or suggested donation of £1. 
Deaf Health Group - 28th March 1.30 - 4.30, as part of the Monday 
afternoon sessions at St Michael & St Martinôs Church Hall ï see below. 
 
Members Coffee Mornings ï 10am to 12.30 
12th March and 23rd April at Heath Court 
 
Members Social Outings ï  These and future Coffee Morning 
dates will be decided at the Coffee Morning on the 12th of March, 
Please contact Christina by email for more information & dates: 
Christina@disabilitynetworkhounslow.org   
 
MARCH FOR THE ALTERNATIVE: 26th March 2011 
11 am Victoria Embankment to Hyde Park 
 

Fundraiser for DNH:  

Something Sounds Wonderful at Kew 

Musical Museum on Saturday 9th April from 12.30pm. 
Tickets £15, concessions & children £10 

Special Discount for DNH Members: only £9. Please note you must 
present your membership card as proof of membership to qualify. 
 

Other dates of interest... 
Monday afternoons 1.30 to 4.30pm ï Fun ódance & d®corô and 
óinformation sharingô sessions, at St Michael & St Martinôs Church Hall. 
11th May 2011 - UKDPC ï Rally Against Cuts affecting disabled people.  
9th July 2011 - Ian McNabb Gig ïSt Paulôs Church Brentford, with 
Raffle Proceeds to go to DNH. More in the next issue... 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Entry to the Star Centre is strictly by appointment.  
Make sure you ring the DNH bell and wait for the person you are meeting 
to let you in. Occasional &/or Regular Volunteers urgently needed! 

mailto:Christina@disabilitynetworkhounslow.org
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Contact Us 
 

Monday to Friday 10am ï 4pm 
Management & Administration Hub 
        

  www.dnh.org.uk   or  
 

  The Star Centre, 63 ï 65 Bell Road, Hounslow, TW3 3NX 
 

    t. (020) 8577 0956 

f.  (020) 8813 0311 
m. (020) 8569 5445 ï Deaf users only 
e. Mail@disabilitynetworkhounslow.org 

 

Disclaimer: 
All information is carefully checked but DNH cannot accept legal liability for 
any inaccuracies or omissions.  DNH does not recommend or endorse any 
products or services mentioned and the views in the articles do not 

necessarily represent those of the organisation.    

 
Funders: DNH would like to thank the London Borough of Hounslow, 
for their continuing support and all our members and supporters as well 
as those who make grants & donations to our work, including:  
The Souter Charitable Trust; The Boshier-Hinton Foundation;  
The Vintnersô Company; The Community Development Fund - 
Faiths In Action; The Alchemy Foundation and The Mrs Smith & 
Mount Trust. 

 
      Working in partnership with:  

 

 
Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh Sabha & The Parish of St Michael & St Martin 
 
 
Registered Charity 1097010 & Company Limited by Guarantee 4542527 

Patron: Michael Knowles 

The Star Centre   

Registered Charity no. 1066570/ 0  
     

   Middlesex Association for the Blind 

http://www.dnh.org.uk/
mailto:Mail@disabilitynetworkhounslow.org
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   Disability Network Hounslow encourages all our   
 members, service users,  supporters & friends 
 to take part in this March Against The Cuts. 
 
 


